
 
 
 

 
Southwest Power Pool 

SEAMS STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING 

February 4, 2014 

AEP Office, Dallas, TX 
•  M I N U T E S  •  

 

Agenda Item 1 – Administrative Items 
Seams Steering Committee (SSC) Chair Paul Malone, NPPD, called the meeting to order at 
approximately 8:00am. The following SSC members were in attendance: 

Paul Malone, NPPD; 
Bary Warren, Empire; 
Richard Ross, AEP;  
Jake Langthorn, OG&E; 
Ollie Burke, Entergy; 
Katy Onnen via proxy from Chris Standifer, KCP&L; 
Keith Tynes, East Texas Cooperatives; and 
Brett Hooton, SPP Staff Secretary. 

 
Background materials for this meeting can be found on the SPP website at:  
http://www.spp.org/section.asp?group=1799&pageID=27 

 
The minutes for the January 9 meeting were reviewed. No changes were made to the minutes. Bary 
Warren, Empire moved that the minutes be approved as posted. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 
Chair Malone stated that the face-to-face meetings for the rest of the year would begin at 8:30am. 
 
The action item list was reviewed. Regarding action item 010 – “Follow up with SPP staff regarding the 
recommendation of a limit for unacceptable unaccounted for flows”: A comment was added stating that 
staff will provide an update on unreported flows to the SSC at the March meeting. Regarding action item 
028 – “Staff will provide the TSR list used for the flowgate calculations if the other CMP participants agree 
to allow SPP to share this data”: staff stated that SPP is currently waiting on responses from the other 
CMP participants. 
 
Mr. Warren requested than an item be added to the agenda to discuss seams coordination in the ITP10. 

Agenda Item 2 – SPP-Entergy Seams Agreement Update 

Matt Harward, SPP, provided an update of SPP’s filing at FERC which requests termination of the SPP-
Entergy Seams agreement. Mr. Harward stated that we’re still waiting on FERC to respond to the 
termination request. Additionally SPP filed for termination of the Order 890 SPP-Entergy Letter 
Agreement on January 31, 2014. 
 

Agenda Item 3 – Update on TRR for Seams Projects 

Sam Loudenslager, SPP, provided an update on the Tariff Revision Request (TRR) for seams projects. 
Mr. Loudenslager stated that there has not been any significant opposition to the concept so far. Chair 
Malone presented an educational overview of the concepts to the RSC. SSC stakeholders discussed the 
need to add clarification and detail to the criteria for a seams project. Chair Malone suggested forming a 
task force to focus on the issue and that the task force include a member from the Economic Studies 



 
 
 

Working Group, Transmission Working Group, and the Regional Tariff Working Group. Mr. Loudenslager 
will be the staff secretary for the group. Jake Langthorn, OGE, agreed to chair the task force.  
 
[Action Item] SPP staff committed to drafting a task force charter for the March SSC meeting. 
 

Agenda Item 4 – SPP Strategic Plan Discussion 

Chair Malone led the strategic plan discussion. At the January SSC meeting Michael Desselle, SPP, 
provided a presentation on the development of the SPP Strategic Plan. Mr. Desselle requested feedback 
and input from the SSC. Stakeholders discussed several items that should be included in the SSC 
feedback: 

• DC Ties and how they are managed in SPP 
• The increasing size of the seams as the SPP footprint grows 
• Market-to-Market 
• A robust transmission system should include robustness of the seam 
• SPP’s Seam to the West 
• MISO flows on the SPP system 

Additional detail will be included in the recommendation write-up which will be discussed at the March 
SSC meeting. 
 

Agenda Item 5 – SPP-MISO JOA 
MISO South Integration / ORCA Update 
Mr. Davis provided an update on the status of MISO’s integration of the MISO South region. SPP and the 
Joint Parties are concerned about the data MISO is providing. Currently SPP is not receiving the load 
MISO is using in the dispatch flow calculation. SPP is unable to calculate a shadow calculation. This 
issue has been outstanding for several months as there is a long-standing request for MISO to provide 
their documentation on how they are calculating the dispatch flow. This was just recently provided but it 
appears that MISO was not calculating it according to their documentation. It wasn’t until recently that this 
issue was corrected. Chair Malone asked if the white paper could be shared.  
 
Mr. Davis continued the presentation by showing the dispatch flow between MISO Midwest and MISO 
South for each day between December 19, 2013 and January 26, 2014. Mr. Warren asked how much of 
the flow between MISO Midwest and MISO South flows through SPP. David Kelley, SPP, stated that as a 
general rule it is around 40%. 
 
[Action item] Chair Malone asked that at the next SSC meeting for staff to discuss the shadow 
process. 
 
SPP-MISO JOA Edits for MOU 
Mr. Davis reviewed updates being made to the SPP-MISO JOA due to the signed MOU. The language 
was provided and included in the background materials. Mr. Davis stated that these items are still under 
development. Chair Malone asked that SPP provide the SSC with the final versions once they are 
completed. 
 
Section 5.2 Update 
Mr. Kelley provided an update on the status of the Section 5.2 dispute with MISO and the resulting FERC 
filings. Mr. Kelley reviewed SPP’s analysis on the flows between MISO Midwest and MISO South stating 
that MISO has exceeded the 1000 MW contract path 75% of the time since integration. After reviewing 
the data Mr. Kelley discussed the FERC proceedings. On December 3, 2013 the D.C. Circuit Court 
vacated and remanded certain FERC orders agreeing with MISO’s interpretation of Section 5.2 of the 



 
 
 

SPP-MISO JOA. The Court found that FERC failed to provide a reasoned explanation for its decision and 
disregarded evidence that it was required to consider. 
 
Below is a list of letters between SPP and MISO along with FERC filings 

• December 9, 2013: SPP letter to MISO asking for assurances that MISO will not exceed 1,000 
MW between MISO Midwest and MISO South 

• December 12, 2013: MISO letter to SPP stating that they cannot provide the assurances SPP 
seeks regarding limiting to 1,000 MW 

• January 10, 2014: SPP letter and invoice for unreserved use of the SPP system 
• January 22, 2014: Letters from MISO stating that they do not intend to pay invoice and asked 

SPP to join MISO in joint filing at FERC 
• January 28, 2014: SPP filed with FERC a 206 complaint (EL14-21) and a 205 unexecuted service 

agreement (ER14-1174) 
• February 18, 2014: FERC set a deadline for comment in the dockets 

 

Agenda Item 6 – CMPWG Update 
Mr. Davis reported on the CMPWG meeting hosted by TVA on January 22, 2014. At the CMPWG MISO 
reported on the MISO South Integration stating there were not outstanding issues. The CMPWG 
discussed Appendix G which remains an on-going process. The CMPWG also discussed the allocations 
calculation and capping allocation to the flowgate rating. A study is being performed to evaluate the effect 
of the logic change. Chair Malone stated that a change in the allocation calculation may be a concern and 
requested more information at future meetings. The next CMPWG meeting is scheduled for March 11, 
2014 and will be hosted by SPP. 

Agenda Item 7 – PFV Discussion 

It was requested that Joshua Phillips, SPP, provide an educational presentation on the North American 
Energy Standards Board (NAESB). The NAESB develops voluntary, yet enforceable standards driven by 
direction from the industry, FERC, and NERC. The NAESB develops an annual plan which is drafted by 
the three quadrants of NAESB (wholesale electric, wholesale gas, and retail gas and electric). The Board 
then approves the draft. The industry then develops solutions to the annual plan items and presents them 
to the quadrants and then eventually to the Board. SPP is engaged at all levels. Michael Desselle is 
Chairman of the Board. Charles Yeung is the ISO RTO repo on the Executive Committee. Additionally, 
SPP staff chairs there working groups. 
 
Standards development starts with a comment period. NAESB allows any interested party to review and 
comment on the standards. The meetings are public and the standards are shaped via motions and/or 
discussions that occur at the meetings. 
 
SPP staff encourages SPP members to be involved in the NAESB process. While SPP staff represents 
the membership SPP staff only has one vote. To follow the process join the NAESB@spp.org mailer. 
 
Mr. Davis provided an update on the Parallel Flow Visualization work on at NAESB. The NAESB 
Business Practice Subcommittee (BPS) is working on draft revisions. The window for the second round of 
information comments is January 8 through January 31. On January 27 SPP hosted a call with SPP 
members who have signed up for NAESB updates. The changes in the draft include the removal of two 
tier curtailments, allowance for seams agreements, and adjustments to allow multiple methodologies.  

Agenda Item 8 – IDC Working Group Update 
Mr. Davis provided an update on the IDC Working Group. FRCC hosted the January 29-30 meeting. The 
next meeting will be hosted by SPP in April. Mr. Davis highlighted three change orders. The first is the 
Generator-to-Load reporting requirement. The parties are currently working on data submissions to test. 



 
 
 

The second is the Generation Priority Submission. This is on hold until the BPS standard is finalized. The 
third is the PFV metrics. This change order is also on hold until the BPS standard is finalized. 

Agenda Item 9 – TPITF Update 

 

Agenda Item 10 – SSC Work Plan 
Mr. Hooton reviewed the draft SSC work plan. The work plan was previously reviewed at the January 
meeting. It was requested at that meeting that stakeholders provide any comments they may have so that 
an updated version could be presented at the February meeting. Only minor adjustments were made. Mr. 
Warren moved to approve the work plan. Keith Tynes, East Texas Cooperatives, seconded the motion. 
The work plan passed with unanimous approval. 

Agenda Item 11 – SPP-MISO Coordinated System Plan Update 

January 21 IPSAC Meeting Review 
Mr. Hooton provided an update on the SPP-MISO Interregional Planning Stakeholder Advisory 
Committee (IPSAC) meeting held on January 21, 2014 in Dallas, TX. The IPSAC met to discuss 
transmission issues that should be included in the SPP-MISO Coordinated System Plan (CSP) study. Mr. 
Hooton reported that 34 issues were presented, many of them were presented by stakeholders. Of the 34 
issues that were presented 22 dealt in some way with the MISO South integration. Mr. Hooton stated that 
the meeting was very productive and thanked SPP stakeholders for their participation. 
 
CSP Scope Development 
Mr. Hooton discussed in further detail the scope development for the CSP study. The timeline for scope 
development sets a deadline for a draft scope by the April 8 IPSAC meeting in Carmel, IN. Throughout 
February and March SPP and MISO staff will be working on putting together the draft scope. SPP staff 
requests feedback from the SSC and other SPP stakeholders on what issues they would like to see in the 
scope, what futures should be developed, and what modeling inputs and assumptions should be used. 
Stakeholders commented that there is significant concern about lower voltage issues and those should be 
considered. There was also a comment that it seemed that there was support from several utilities for a 
345kV project across Missouri. 

Agenda Item 12 – SPP-AECI Joint Study 

Adam Bell, SPP, provided a brief update on the SPP-AECI joint study. The procedures and requirements 
for the joint study can be found in the SPP-AECI Joint Operating Agreement (JOA) Article 7. The purpose 
of the study is to identify transmission expansion or enhancements needed to maintain reliability, improve 
operational performance, or provide an economic benefit. The JOA requires that a joint study be 
performed every year. SPP and AECI plan to schedule a kick off meeting in March. The study is 
scheduled to be completed by January 2015. 

Agenda Item 13 – Seams Meetings 
Mr. Kelley informed the SSC of the following upcoming seams meetings: 

• February 6: SPP-MISO Joint Planning Committee (JPC) call 
• March 12: SPP-MISO JPC call 
• April 3: SPP-MISO JPC call 
• April 8: SPP-MISO IPSAC Meeting in Carmel, IN 
• May 23: SPP-AECI JOA Meeting in Little Rock, AR 

 



 
 
 

Agenda Item 14 – 2014 SSC Meeting Schedule Update 

The following SSC meeting updates were made: 
• March 4 was changed to a face-to-face meeting 
• November 11 was changed to November 6 
• June 12 was changed to June 19 

 
Agenda Item 15 – Future Meetings 
 

• March 4: SSC Meeting (Register) 
• April 1: SSC Meeting (Register) 
• April 8: SPP-MISO IPSAC (Register) 

 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:00pm. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Brett Hooton 
Staff Secretary 


